
Trends in Cannabis use in 

Ireland
Dr Suzi Lyons, Health Research 
Board, Ireland



• Use in the population

• Treatment data

• Drug-related deaths

• Seizure data



Prevalence rates



Prevalence rates of cannabise use, 
General Population Surveys, 02/07 to 
10/11

Source:  National Advisory Committee on Drugs and Alcohol. (2013) Drug use in Ireland and Northern Ireland 2010/11 drug prevalence 

survey: cannabis results. Bulletin 3. National Advisory Committee on Drugs and Alcohol, Dublin.



Seizure data

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

All seizures 6362 8417 10444 9991 5494 5477 6014

Cannabis-type substances 3555 4243 5176 5652 2314 2268 3137
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Treatment data



Treated problem cannabis use, main and 

additional problem substance, NDTRS 

(2006 to 2011)

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

n  (%) n  (%) n  (%) n  (%) n  (%) n  (%)

All cases treated for 

problem cannabis use

3598 3654 4087 4066 4618 4609 

Cannabis as a main 

problem substance

1105 

(30.7)

967 (26.5) 1199 

(29.3)

1531 

(37.7)

1910 

(41.4)

2057 

(44.6)

Cannabis as an 

additional problem

substance

2497 

(69.4)

2691 

(73.6)

2897 

(70.9)

2545 

(62.6)

2714 

(58.8)

2564 

(55.6)



Main problem substances

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011

n  (%) n  (%) n  (%) n  (%) n  (%) n  (%)

All cases*

Alcohol 5876 (51.8) 7312 (55.0) 7940 (54.7) 7816 (54.0) 7866 (50.0) 8604 (53.1)

Opiates 3526 (31.1) 3837 (28.9) 4240 (29.2) 4013 (27.7) 4545 (28.9) 4114 (25.4)

Cannabis 1105 (9.7) 967 (7.3) 1199 (8.3) 1531 (10.6) 1910 (12.1) 2057 (12.7)

Cocaine 577 (5.1) 787 (5.9) 769 (5.3) 701 (4.8) 712 (4.5) 654 (4.0)

Benzodiazepines 98 (0.9) 166 (1.2) 171 (1.2) 261 (1.8) 293 (1.9) 490 (3.0)

Amphetamines 30 (0.3) 39 (0.3) 36 (0.2) 33 (0.2) 56 (0.4) 49 (0.3)

Ecstasy 96 (0.8) 129 (1.0) 103 (0.7) 64 (0.4) 48 (0.3) 42 (0.3)

Volatile inhalants 23 (0.2) 32 (0.2) 28 (0.2) 21 (0.1) 32 (0.2) 25 (0.2)

Other 20 (0.2) 20 (0.2) 30 (0.2) 44 (0.3) 280 (1.8) 169 (1.0)



Drug-related deaths



Case study

• Death by misadventure was given at an inquest of a 37-year old man.  

– Primary cause of his sudden death was recorded as coronary thrombosis with 

secondary cause of death was cannabis use.

– Known to smoke 20 cigarettes a day and also to have smoked cannabis. 

• Tetrahydrocannabinol was found in the urine but no cannabinoids were 

detected in the blood.  

• Recommendation of the author:

– The role of legal drugs such as nicotine in cardiac deaths might be ignored, 

while the role of cannabinoids may be misinterpreted due to the, at most, two 

hour time-limit of their role as triggers for myocardial infarction.  The author 

suggests that “Cotinine, the biochemical marker of tobacco smoke, should be 

added to the standard toxicological screen in the guidelines on autopsy practice 

of the Royal College of Pathologists”.

Source: WP Tormey (2012) Cannabis misinterpretation and misadventure in a coroner's court. Medicine, 

science, and the law, 52 (4). pp. 229-230



Summary: Cannabis in Ireland

• Prevalent among population

– Change in type used

• Increasing number of cases in treatment

• Uncertain about role in drug-related deaths


